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LOCAL

MCC Small Business Plan winners
running local water pump company

BY JOHN HAMLIN
jhamlin@statesville.com

Three years ago, Chris Snodgrass
and Harry Trent won the Annual
Business Plan Competition at Mitch-

~ ell Community College, and today

they are president and manufactur-
ing director of Liqua Flow Pump Co.
in Statesville.

The two partners had decades of ex-
perience from all sides of the pump-
ing industry — as manufacturers,
distributors and mechanics for end
users — and entered the contest as
a way to make sure their ideas made
sense before taking the plunge and
starting a business.

Friends from inside the pumping
industry had already given them posi-

-tive feedback, but Snodgrass said they

wanted some more objective analysis
because, with each of them having
families to support and ages ranging
in the 50s, failure was not an option.

“We truly wanted the truth because
weTe feeding our families and put-
ting our livelihoods on the line at a
time when most people are getting
prepared for retirement,” Snodgrass
said.

“It’s like if you made a painting and

. went to your mom and said, ‘Hey,

Mom, what do you think of my paint-
ing? and she says, ‘Aw, I love it! It
looks great!’ and then you go put iton
display and people are laughing.”
Suzanne Wallace, director of Mitch-
ell's Small Business Center, said she
had people like Snodgrass and Trent
in mind when she helped create the
Annual Business Plan Competition.
“We had judges who were busi-
ness people in the community, and

the premise was to judge the plan -

that looked like it would be the most
successful if they were to'stait a busi-
ness,” Wallace said. '

A number of groups partnered with
Mitchell for the competition, includ-
ing the Greater Statesville Chamber
of Commerce, which awarded $1,000
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Harry Trent (left) and Chris Snodgrass (right) have gotten a lot of advice for their

business, Liqua Flow Pump Co., from Suzanne Wallace (middie) of Mitchell Commumty

College’s Small Business Center

to Liqua Flow Pump Co. when they
won. The whole purpose is to fos-
ter and support the entrepreneur-
ial spirit in Iredell County, chamber
President David Bradley said.

“We're looking for people that are
either making a significant change in
the process, or a significant improve-
ment in the product, and what was
interesting about this particular busi-
ness plan is they did both of those,”
Bradley said. :

Over the summer, Liqua Flow Pump
Co. moved into a 40,000-square-foot
facility in west- Statesville, and the
first pumps were sold in August. The
company specializes in water and
wastewater puinps, and Snodgrass
said they expect 80 percent of their
products to go to municipalities and
20 percent to wind up in factories.

There are four basic designs of Li-
qua Flow pumps, and each can be
ordered in dozens of sizes to suit the
needs of a customer. And because
most pumps on the market are paint-

ed blue, Snodgrass said they decided

to make a statement by painting
theirs bright orange and red.

The big difference 'is quality and
reliability, Snodgrass said, and the
pumps are designed to keep running
with minimal maintenance for the
first five years. That's a far cry from
most other small players in the pump
industry, who Snodgrass said plan
on their pumps dying after two years
and make their real money on parts
and replacements.

A major key to that quality is manu-
facturing as much of the pumps as
possible in the United States, and
Snodgrass said Liqua Flow Pump Co.
plans to grow to about 50 employees
from its current worlkforce of 11.

“We're wanting to be a factory that
can be here in Statesville, here in

-~ America, and not ever go offshore,”

he said.

“We've positioned ourselves with
what we feel is the best mousetrap-on
the market, and the products we've
sold have had no breakdowns or
failures.”

Man cha
_indecent

A 38-year-
accused of ¢
himselfto a
her small ck
day at Lakes
was later an
Statesville P
Tom Anders

Gregory A
Merritt of St
was arresteq
count of in¢
posure. Bor
$10,000.

Andersor

Cap

Capital Corre
weekly update
Iredell County
in the North (
Ass

Comipiled t

Senate R¢
Votes

SR 9, I
Creates tht
Technology
as a standi
ofthe Sena
by Sen. Tor

" Henderson |

0.
"YES: Ar
David Curt -

SB14, A
dards/Rule
Ash/Funds
funds for
expenses
Review
and for the
penses of
Standards
mission;
the Acade
Review Co




